92                           CAMP DEFENSES.

which the troops issued for battle or the march; the decu-
mana in rear, for use mainly as a business exit, for fatigue
parties, etc.; the principalis dextra and the principalis sinis-
tra on either side, also as debouches for the troops. Addi-
tional smaller gates were usual, which were protected each by
its own little ditch and wall, and with heavy gates of logs.

Camps were for one or several nights (castra) or for a long
period (castra stativa). For the former a ditch three feet
deep and five wide was usually dug and a corresponding
sodded wall made with palisades on the crest; for the latter

Profile of Camp Intrenchments.

a ditch twelve feet wide and nine deep, and the wall, which
was ten feet high and ten wide, was strengthened by logs,
hurdles and fascines. These measurements varied at times.
The above profile is that of the camp on the Aisne. At
the corners and on the faces of the wall, towers were some-
times erected to get a cross-fire on the ditch. Bowmen,
slingers and engines were placed in these towers. At this
period few except daily camps occur. To each century and
maniple a particular part of the wall and ditch belonged, and
it was their duty to build and keep it in repair. This part
was usually that lying nearest them. Thus the front and
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